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of costs but also in the saving of labour.
I have pleasure in recommending the Bill
to the House.

On motion by Hon. L. A. Logan, debate
adjourned.

BILL—SOIL FERTILITY RESEARCH
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (Hon. H. C. Strickland—North)
[6.5]1 in moving the second reading said:
Following the introduction of the Market-
ing of Barley Act Amendment Bill, the
purpose of this measure is to increase the
number of trustees administering the soil
fertility research fund from five to six
by the addition of the president of the
barley and oats section of the Farmers’
Union. As barley and oats growers may
now contribute to the research fund, it is
only reasonable that they should have
representation.

As in the case of wheat growers, the
contribution will be entirely voluntary and
will be made only on the assignment of
growers. Members will recall that the
parent Act was passed last year and pro-
vided for the research fund to he con-
trolled by flve trustees, four of whom are
wheat growers. Experience has shown the
fund to be an outstanding success. Al-
though contributions are voluntary, 90
per cent. of growers have responded and
almost £28,000 has been provided. Grow-
ers are to be congrafulated on their ex-
cellent response. I am advised that the
fund is greatly assisting the Institute of
Agriculture in its research work, and that
up to date the main efiorts have been
directed towards the breeding and pro-
duction of important pasture legumes for
the wheat belt.

I believe that oats growers have also re-
quested to contribute to the Fertility Fund;
but as no legislation is affected, the Farm-
ers’ Union will take the necessary action
to give effect to the wishes of oats growers.

This is another Bill that has resulted
from the request of growers and which
aims to meet their wishes. It is related

to the Marketing of Barley Bill which I -

have just explained. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time,
On motion by Hon. L. C. Diver, debate
adiourned.
ADJOURNMENT—SIPECIAL.

THE CRIEF SECRETARY
Fraser—West) I move—

That the House at its rising ad-
journ till 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday, the
25th October.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.8 pm.

(Hon. G.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

ASSISTED SCHOOQOLS ABOLITION ACT.
Amendment or Repeal.

Hon, A. F. WATTS asked the Premier:

(1) In view of the Government’s deci-
sion published in yesterday’s issue of ‘““The
West Australian” to extend certain sub-
sidies to non-government schools, is it
considered necessary to amend the As-
sisted Schools Abolition Act, 18957

(2} If s0, will an admendment be
brought down this session?

(3) If not, has any Crown Law Depart-
ment opinion been obtained on the sub-
ject, and if there is any such opinion, will
he lay it on the Table of the House?
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The PREMIER replied:

Cabinet will make a decision next week
in ¢onnection with the gquestion of amend-
ing or repealing this Act.

RAILWAYS.
Fire in Kukerin Ared.

Mr. PERKINS asked the Minister for
Railways:

(1) Is he aware that a very disastrous
fire occurred late last year in the Kukerin
area adjacent to the railway line?

(2} Has a claim been made against the
Railway Department by farmers whose
properties were damaged by this fire?

(3) If s0, what amount has been claimed
and what amount paid?

{4) What type of locomotive is being
used on this line at the present time?

(8) Is it the type least likely to cause
fires in agricultural areas?

(6) If not, will he arrange for a less
dangerous type to be used on this line
during November, December, January and
Pebruary?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Yes.

(3) £12,297 15s. 6d. has been claimed.
No amounts have been paid.

(4) “L" Class.

(5) and (6) In view of pending litiga-
tion it is not considered desirable at this
stage to give any further information on
the matter.

WHEAT.
Commonweqglth-Wide Sitatement on
Production.

Mr. PERKINS asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) In view of his reply on Tuesday, the
18th October, to my question number 4,
regarding wheat production, will he take
all possible steps to secure such a state-
ment on & Commonweslth-wide basis in
the very near future?

(2) Does he consider that the Austra-
lian Agricultural Council is the most suit-
able body to frame such a statement?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Agriculture) replied:

(1> The subject of production aims, in-
cluding wheat production, will be con-
sidered at the next meeting of the Aus-
tralian Agricultural Council.

(2) The advice of the Australian Agri-
cultural Council is always important to
Commonwealth and State Governments
when formulating agricultural policy.

GOVERNMENT TOURIST BUREAU.
Representation in Adelaide.
Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for
Fisheries:
(1) Is there an officer of the Western
Australian Government Tourist Bureau
located in Adelaide?

(ASSEMBLY.]

(2) Is a member of the staff of the
South Australian Government Tourist
Bureau solely engaged in handling West-
ern Australian tourist and {ravel en-
quiries?

() If the answer to No. (1) is in the
negative would the Government give con-
sideration to the appointment of a full
time Western Australian representative of
the Tourist Bureau in Adelgside?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) No.

{2) An officer is employed pari-time
only.

(3) Accommodation is not available in
the South Australian bureau to establish
a separate Western Australian section.
The provision of Western Australian rep-
resentation would necessitate the acqui-
sitipn of premises elsewhere in Adelaide.

STATE SAW MILLS.

Transference of Sife and Additional
Depots.
Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister
for Housing:
{1} In view of the obvious overcrowd-
ing of the present site, has he given con-

sideration to transferring the State Saw
Mills to a more suitable location?

(2) Has consideration been given to the
establishment of additional depots for
State Saw Mill trading in any of the new
suburbs?

{3} If the answer to No. (2} is in the
negative, would he give this matter early
consideration?

The MINISTER replied:

On the assumption that these questions
apply to the State Saw Mills yards at
Carlisle, the answers are as follow:—

(1) No.

(2) Yes.

(3) Answered by No. 2.

COALMINING.
Tabling of Various Files.

Mr. MAY asked the Minister for Mines:

Will he lay on the Table of the House
all files dealing with the following sub-
jects:—

{a) “Black Diamond” leases;

(b} flnancial grants to coal
panies;

(c) cost plus contracts for coal;

(d) agreement made by the State
Government with Amalgamated
Collieries, whereby 60 per cent. of

the State’s requirements of coal is
supplied by this company?

com-
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The MINISTER replied:

(a) and (b) As there are 18 large files
affected and as these are in constant de-
mand, departmentally, it is suggested that
they be made available for inspection at
the Department of Mines, where facilities
will be provided.

(¢) and (d) These are State Electricity
Commission and Railway Commission files
and under the control of the Ministers for
Public Works and Railways respectively.

BILL—--TRUSTEES ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILL—ADMINISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Report.

Order of the Day read for the considera-
tion of the Committee's report.

Mr. OLDFIELD (Maylands) : I move—
That the report be adopted.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT (Mt. Lawley):
I supported the Bill on the second reading
because the Premier had not then achieved
his objective of having an amendment
made to the Administration Act. There-
fore I am not very happy about the Bill,
but only for this reason that under the
existing Administration Act, concessional
rights are allowed to a parent—hushand
or wife—and issue of a husband or wife,
and that is a reasonable provision, but
because of the way the Bill now exists,
that concession can be given only to the
widow. Orphans would need the conces-
sion just as much as a widow would, if
not more, but they would be charged the
fl_xl}’ltrat,es. and I do not think that is
right.

Mr. Brady: What is the full rate up to
£5,000 at present?

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: I think it is
about 5 per cent. Let us consider the
case of an elderly couple, perhaps pen-
sioners, where the home is in the wife’s
name, and she dies. That elderly widower
would have to pay the full rates and I
think that is an objectionable feature of
the measure. While that provision exists
I will not support the third reading and
I do not think the House appreciated the
efflect of this amendment.

Admittedly, a widow is to receive fairly
increased consideration and I apbpreciate
the Premier’'s argument. He said that the
Grants Commission is already penalising
this State because of its rates of estate
duty and that if he made a concession in
one direction he would have to take away
something in another. But, if he is going
t2> make a concession I believe he should
make it on the basis that orphaned
children would at least receive the same
allowance as a widow. Even a young widow
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would get the full concession, while or-
phaned children would get nothing. In
view of what I have said, I cannot support
the adoption of the Committee's regort.

Question put and division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes ... 19
Noes . 12
Majority for ... 7
Ayes.

Mr. Andrew Mr. O'Brien

Mr. Doney Mr. Oldfield

Mr. Graham Mr. Owen

Mr. Hawke Mr. Rhatlgan

Mr. Jamlesen Mr. Sewell

Mr. Johnson Mr. Sleeman

Mr. Kelly Mr. Styants

Mr. Lapham Mr. Thorn

Mr. Molr Mr. May

Mr. Norton (Teller.)

Noes,

Mr. Abbott Mr. Hutchinson

Mr. Ackland Mr. Mann

Mr, Brady Mr, Manning

Mt. Court Mr. MoCulloch

Mr. J. Hegney Mr. North

Mr. Hill Mr. Nimmo

{Teller.}

Question thus passed,
Report adopted.

BILL—PENSIONS SUPPLEMENTATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE TREASURER (Hon. A. R. G.
Hawke—Northam) ([(2.30] in moving the
second reading said: The Act which this
Bill proposes to amend was passed in 1953
for the purpose of supplementing the pen-
sion rates paid o pensioners in this State
under three Acts of Parliament; the three
Acts in guestion being the Superannuafion
and Family Benefits Acts, the Government
Employees Pensions Act of 1948 and the
Act of 1871. The supplementation Act
was introduced in 1953 because it was
thought that some increase in pensions
should be granted in view of the increase
in the cost of litving which had taken place
in the years 1949 to 1953, Since that
date there has been some further increase
in the cost of living and it is thought that
some adjustment upwards should now he
made under the provisions of the Pensions
Supplementation Act.

The Bill now before us proposes to granf
an increase in pensions of £26 a year and
will be payable to all those who come under
each of the three Acts. Prior to the in-
troduction of the Bill, requests of varying
nature were made to the Government. I
think the main request was that we should
increase the value of each unit of pension.
The Government could not see its way clear
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{0 adopt that method of increasing pen-
sions payments and its reason was that
the adoption of such a method would give
only 4 small increase—almost an insignifi-
cant increase—to those in receipt of small
pensions and quite a substantial! increase
to those receiving the higher and the high-
est pensions.

We felt that that would not be reason-
able in the circumstances. We considered
that the increase in the cost of living was
just as hard, if not harder, in iis effect
upon those on small pensions as it was
in regard to those on the higher and the
highest pensions. Therefore, we came to
the conclusion that the fairest method of
helping people on State pensions to meet
increases in the cost of living which have
taken place in the last 18 months or so
was to amend the Pensions Supplementa-
tion Act by granting a uniform increase
of £26 per annum. If the Bill becomes
law, it will mean that each pensioner will
receive exactly the same increase in
pounds, shillings and pence,

Mr. Nimmo: If they are getting social
service benefits or service pensions, will it
automatically come off that sum?

The TREASURER: I do not think this
increase will affect many of the State
pensioners in that regard.

Mr. May. It would all be income.

The TREASURER: The Commonweslth
Government recently increased the pen-
sion rate for old-age and invalid pension-
ers and I think made some easement in
the means test during the last 12 months.
Consequently, it is thought that this in-
crease of £26 a year in pensions for those
under the three State Acts would not, ex-
cept perhaps in a few isolated instances,
have any adverse effect arising from the
acceptance by the State pensioners of the
full amount in the increase of £26 a year.
Qutside of that provision, there is only
one other amendment in the Bill and that
has to do with giving to the board a dis-
cretionary power in relation to any pen-
sioner who might be re-employed by the
State Government.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: That is npot in
this Bill, is it?

The TREASURER: Yes. In dealing
with the amendment to the Superannua-
tion and Family Benefits Act, which was
discussed in the House earlier in the week,
I pointed out that it contained an amend-
ment to give the board a discretionary
right to decide whether the State pension
should be cancelled during any period of
re-employment with the Government. We
include the same principle in this Bill.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: That is so.

The TREASURER: The purpose of the
amendment is to leave it completely to the
discretion of the board as to whether the
State pension being paid is to be cancelled
in the event of re-employment by the State
Government. From time to time there are

[ASSEMBLY.]

cases where » pensioner is re-employed
by the Government, usually on a part-time
basis, and in some instances in the past
the board has considered that the pension
should continue to be paid in full. How-
ever, the board has had no discretion in the
past, and has none at present, because the
law lays it down that upon the re-employ-
ment of any pensioner by the State, the
pension must be cancelled.

Hon. L. Thorn: Would it affect an em-
ployee who stayed on after he had reached
65 years of age and who went on until he
was 66 or 677

The TREASURER: No, because that em-
ployee would not be receiving any pension
at all. He would not be in receipt of a
pension until he actually retired from the
service. If after retiring on a pension he
was re-employed by the Government in
the future, the board, if this Bill were to
become law, would have a discretionary
right to determine the question of whether
the pension would be cancelled or not.

I mentioned earlier in the week that it
was the desire of the Government to have
this Bill passed through gll stages at the
one sitting. The urgency in that regard
is in the fact that some pensioners who
will benefit as & result of the passing of
the Bill will not be able to receive the
increase set out in it until such time as
the Commonwealth Parliament passes
complementary legislation. There are not
many of such pensioners. Those concerned
are men—and perhaps some women—who
were employed by the State Government
for a number of years and who subse-
quently were employed by the Common-
wealth Governmeni. When they retired
they were still in the employ of the Com-
monwealth Government, Consequently
the State and Commonwealth Governments
together share—not necessarily in equal
parts—the cost of the pension paid to each
of those people. These pensioners will
not be able to receive the increase pro-
vided in this Bill until such time as the
Commonwealth Parliament has taken
action to enable them to receive the higher
pension rate because the Commonwealth
Government is the paying authority. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

HON., A. V. R. ABBOTT (Mt. Lawley)
[2.41]1: The Treasurer has clearly ex-
plained the Bill. A system of sup-
plementation is a little unfair in that
those who have attempted to ensure
themselves full protection without the as-
sistance of a pension do not enjoy the
same advantage as those who provide for
themselves only the minimum amount of
protection. Section 8 of the Pensions
Supplementation Act reads—

Where a person is recelving a pen-
sion under an Act of the Common-
wealth Parliament, he is not entitled
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to supplementation under this Act
which together with his other jn-
come, exceeds that which he is per-
mitted by the provisions of that Act
to receive as income without reducing
the pension under that Act.

S0 if a man is receiving superannuation
benefits and £1 over the permissible in-
come he is not entitled to any advantage.

Mr. May: Yes, he is. He only loses
£1 in every year.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: I am talking
about the full permissible income.

Mr., May: So am 1.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: However, I
do not think that can be avoided, but
it is a Iittle hard on those who have a
private income or on those who are re-
ceiving superannuation henefits which ex-
ceed the permissible income. Those Gov-
ernment employees who have retired often
supplement their superannuation bene-
fits by part-time work. That applies par-
ticularly to women.

If a person earns a few shillings per
week, it is unreasonable that his super-
annuation benefit should be affected or
reduced. Of course, if a man is on a
full salary, it is not unreasonable that his
pension should be cancelled. But, as the
Treasurer has said, because some of these
people help themselves by earning a few
shillings per week, their total amount of
pension s reduced. This Bill now pro-
poses to give the board discretion as to
whether this will be done in the future.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
iebate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

Standing Orders Suspensgion.

The TREASURER: I move—

That so much of the Standing
Qrders be suspended as is necessary
to enable the Bill to be read a third
time at this sitting.

Question put.

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have counted the
Touse and assured myself that there is
in absplute majority of members present
ind voting,. There being no dissentient
roice, I declare the question duly passed.

Question thus passed.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
o0 the Council.

(47
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BILL—RENTS AND TENANCIES
EMERGENCY PROVISIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council’'s Message.

Message from the Council notifying
that it insisted on its amendment now
considered.

In Commiltlee.

Mr. J. Hegney in the Chair; the Mini-
ster for Housing in charge of the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: On
my appreciation of the measure, as it now
stands, I consider that the amendments
made to the Bill this session have
rendered the legisiation practically worth-
less, in that the provisions which were
designed to protect the people are now
incapable of so doing. The Legislative
Council submitted a number of amend-
ments—some of them quite unreasonable
—which were accepted by this Chamber
with the exception of the one now under
review. It was thought that this one pro-
vision sought only to deal with a situa-
tion in respect of which Parliament
indicated it desired to afford protection,
and to overcome the position in which
lessors could put their thumbs to their
noses so far as the intention of Parlia-
ment was concerned, Notwithstanding
that, the Legislative Council has decided
to stand on its dignity in this matter.

I am not o far removed from realities
not to acknowledge the fact that, notwith-
standing what the representatives of the
people say or think, with or without a
mandate, whatever the Legislative Council
feels disposed to impose automatically be-
comes the law of the land. Accordingly,
it is not my intention to resist the Legis-
lative Council, as that would be futile. We
are bound to accept the inevitable and
appreciate that, in fact, the Legislative
Council is governing this State. For that
reason, I repeat, I do not desire to disagree
with the amendment any further, and I
move——

That the amendment be no longer
disagreed to.

Mr. WILD: I cannot let the Minister for
Housing get away with this. It is difficult
for me to understand him. He always gets
t(; his feet with this tirade against another
place.

Mr. Heal: I do not blame him for that,
either.

Mr, WILD: Here again come the par-
rots! I cannot understand why they do
not hop off the fence. The Minister knows
that if ever the housing position had eased,
it has eased today. It has eased to the
extent that the day is not far distant when
he will have difficulty in letting the houses
that have been built. Two or three years
ago, the Legislative Council took its stand
on prices, as it did on rents and tenancies,
and history has proved that that stand was
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right. The Minister knows, however, that
with an election in the offing he must
have some peg on which to hang his hat,
and so he indulges in this tirade,

The Minister for Mines: You have been
electioneering too long.

Mr. WILD: That does not matter. In
this House we endeavour to work in the
best interests of everybody. The Minister
is tryine to gag his way through this
amendment.

The Premier: Get wise!

Mr. WILD: It is just as well that we
have another place which can protect the
people; otherwise we would have some
levely “Evatt”-socialistic legislation in this
House.

Several members interjected.

Mr. WILD: I deplore the attitude of the
Minister and I am glad the Legislative
Council adopted the attitude it has.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: It is
obvious that the member for Dale imagines
he is still on a soapbox at Bunbury.

The Premier: His liver is not too good.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: There
were 11 amendments sought by the Legis-
1stive Council, 10 of which were accebted
by this Chamber,

Mr. Wild: Does that mean that the 1ith
is right?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
member for Dale seems to feel that what-
ever the reactionaries decide is lilywhite
and should be accepted, but whatever this
Government does is wrong.

Hon, A. V. R. Abbott: You changed your
mind.

Mr. Wild: You turned over in bed.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: In
respect of what?

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: In respect of this
amendment.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: The
member for Mt. Lawley had better pay
closer attention to the matter under dis-
cussion. I have not gone to the trouble to
outline in detail the provisions affected by
this amendment, in other words, this pro-
posed deletion by the Council. It would
appear that the member for Mt. Lawley
has no appreciation of the matter with
which it deals. I think it is purely aca-
demic. As members of the Opposition were
raneed with the Legislative Council then,
it is presumed that they are so at present.
Those on this side of the Chamber are
not in favour of it, but as there is no course
open to us other than to allow the measure
to lapse completely, or else go into one of
those abortive conferences, it does not mat-
ter what the amendment is about. For that
reason, I did not go into details ahout it.
I have nothing further to say on the
matter.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: Apparently the
Minister wanis g debate on this issue,

The Minister for Housing: I am quite
happy.

Hon. A. V. R, ABBOTT: I have a recol-
lection that on an occasion the Minister
moved an amendment that the Rents and
Tenancies Emergency Provisions Act
should not apply to new leases that came
into operation on a specific date.

The Minister for Housing: That is so.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: Now the Min-
ister wants to delete that provision. So I
think I am right in saying that the Minis-
ter has changed his mind on that point,

The Minister for Housing: You have
misunderstood the position.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: I think the
Minister changed his mind.

The Minister for Housing: No. This is
to deal with three-year leases; it can be
the same landlord and the same tenant.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: That i5s s0.

The Minister for Housing: Then it is not
a new lease.

Hon. A. V., R. ABBOTT: The Minister's
amendment applied to those conditions
when he moved it.

The Minister for Housing: No,

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: As far as I
recollect, it would apply to three-year
leases. I think the Minister’s amendment
applied to all leases, whether for three
years or not. That is the way I see it.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Reselution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL—LOCAL AUTHORITIES, UNIVER-
SITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA
MEDICAL SCHOOL APPEAL
FUND CONTRIBUTIONS
AUTHORISATION.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 18th October.

MR. COURT (Nedlands) [258]: I sup-
por{ the measure to permit local authori-
ties to expend more than 3 per cent. of
their total ordinary revenue for purposes
indicated in the Bill. Apart from any-
thing else, it also removes any argu-
ment about the legality of donations to
the medical school appeal by local authori-
ties. I invite the attention of members to
Section 335 of the Road Districts Act,
which states—

The board may, in any year, expend
a sumn not exceeding three per cent. of
its ordinary ineome for any purpose
relating to the district or the credit
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thereof, although such disbursement
may not be otherwise authorised by
this Act.

Further, Section 480(1){(a) of the Muni-
cipal Corporations Act provides for the
local authority to—

Expend out of the ordinary revenue
of the municipality any sum not ex-
ceeding three per cent. of such ordin-
ary revenue for any purpose connected
with the municipality and for the
benefit or credit thereof, although
such purpose is not within the scope
of this Act.

‘I'here are never-ending arguments between
the Government auditors in the case of
the road distriets, and elected auditors
in the case of municipalities, as to what
those sections and subsections mean, par-
ticularly the reference to “purpose relat-
ing to the district or credit thereof”.
Therefore it is wise to remove beyond any
deoubt that payments made to the medical
school appeal come within the limit of
authorised expenditure, regardless of the
wording of the respective sections I have
quoted.

I feel certain in my own mind that the
wording of the Bill before us is sufficiently
wide to satisfy any argument. The only
peint that I would like to touch on, in
addition to what I have already said, is
the reference by the Premier to the differ-
ent approach by various districts to con-
tributions to appeals, such as the medical
school appeal, I am rather disturbed with
the intrusion of the old argument by cer-
tain people that they favour contributious
to schemes such as this being made by
a local authority, rather than by in-
dividual giving.

It is the old bogey lifting its ugly head
again of “making the Government pro-
vide,"” or "it should be the responsibility
of the Government”. I feel this is a very
poor outiook and it does attack at the
very heart of a self-reliant people. There
is no doubt that the response to the appeal
has heen first class so far as the general
public are concerned. I do not want to
suggest that my comments are in any way
opposed to the principles of this Bill, he-
cause, as 1 indicated, I support it.

I would not like this measure to he
interpreted by local authorities, or by
people living in the districts covered by
those authorities, as an excuse for in-
dividuals not to contribute, and I hope
that they will contribute generously as
a sacrifice to this very worthy appeal. I
support the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

In Commitiee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.
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BILL—ROMAN CATHOLIC BUNBURY
CHURCH PROPERTY.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 18th October.

HON. A, V. R. ABBOTT (Mt. Lawley)
[3.5]1: This Bill has heen introduced by
the Government to assist the Roman
Catholic Church in connection with the
creation of a new diecese, that of Bunbury.
Prior to that creation, all church property
which was situated in what has now be-
come the Bunbury Diocese, was vested in
the Perth Diocese and in the Roman
Catholic Archbishop of Perth, It is de-
sired by that church that the land in the
Bunbury Diocese be vested in the Bishop
of Bunbury.

The Bill seeks to create the Bishop of
Bunbury a corporate body for the pur-
pose of holding land, and secondly, to
vest in that corporate body all land be-
longing to the Roman Catholic church
within that diocese. There can be no ob-
jection to the Bill. It has been requested
by those to whom the land helongs, and
will bring about better administration of
the property of that church. I support
the second reading.

In Commiitee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reporied without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL—UNIVERSITY MEDICAL
SCHOOL.

Second Reading.
Dehate resumed from 18th October.

MR. COURT (Nedlands) {3.10]: In sup-
porting the second reading, I think it
would be appropiate to make a few brief
comments regarding the public response
to the medical school appeal fund. Al
fair-minded people will agree that the
spontaneous response of. the general public
has been one of the reassuring occurrences
of our time, and we would be remiss if we
did not give credit to that small but stout-
hearted band of citizens who, in an hon-
orary capacity and with complete confi-
dence in the success of their cause, have
placed their faith in the people of this
State by setting about raising what at first
appeared to be an impossible sum.

The Minister for Housing: I de not
think that the medical fraternity have
helped by their recent attitude to pen-
sioners, which has been most disappointing.

Mr. COURT: That is not relevant to the
Bill and is not fair eomment having regard
to the matter under consideration because,
with respect to the appeal, the members
of the mediecal profession have set an ex-
ample to the rest of the community in
their giving on what might be termed a
sacrificial seale in many ways. We were
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perturbed that they might not set a lead
jn their contributions to the appeal such
as was necessary, but they have demon-
strated their faith in the profession and
their loyalty to the profession.

The Minister for Housing: My point was
that they have shaken the faith of the
public by their attitude to pensioners.

Mr COURT: That might be the Minis-
ter's opinion, but the people do not agree
with him. The matter has been made c¢lear
to the public, and the puhlic has for the
first time understood what contribution
the medical profession have made to the
pensioners’ scheme. Rather than feeling
resentful, I think the people have shown
their understanding, However, I do not
wish to be sidetracked into a debate on
social service when I am trying to demon-
strate what a wonderful thing has hap-
pened, namely, that a small hand of pub-
lic minded citizens have grasped the nettle,
as it were; and we are all delighted to
feel that they are within sight of their
goal. In my opinion, history will record
that something really wonderful and in-
spiring has heen achieved through the
establishment of a medical school. It
means more to us and to our families than
the mere development of another faculty at
the university.

I suggest that the capital expenditure
planned at £300,000, of which half is to
come from the Government and half from
public subscription, would have been a
waste money had it not been accompanied
by this very bold venture on the part of
the appeal committee to match the capi-
tal sum with an amount of £250,000 for
research. As I understand the situation,
the very soul of such an institution is not
the bricks and mortar or the eguipment
in the buildings, but is, in fact, the spirit
of research that is carried on year in
and year ouf, sometimes with success,
sometimes with disappointment, and con-
ducted by people who are prepared to de-
vote their lives to the work, who often
do not receive the greatest material re-
ward for following their profession, but
who are devoted to their profession and
to the cause of mankind.

Therefore the more importani part of
the appeal is not so much the sum that
will be provided under this Bill but the
public contribution that goes towards the
research fund. I make that point for
very good reasons, and I trust that in
years to come this will not be forgotien
by members when the work of the school
and possibly requests for finance come he-
for the Government of the day.

When financial assistance is given by
the Government to any institution, be it
educational or otherwise, there is always
a tendency for the Government of the
day to want to take charge of or in-
fluence the administration of that organi-
sation, and it would be well if, in years
to come, members of the Government of
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that day could be reminded of ¢tk
people’s spontaneous and generous cor
tributions to the initial research fun
and one-half of the capital expenditur
It will have a deep and lasting significanc
because the people will for all time fe
that they are part of this great institu
tion; and let us hope that in due cour:
we shall find the school achieving worl
fame as a medical centre.

There is only one discordant feature ¢
the measure upon which I feel it my dut
to touch, and that is the method of fin
ancing the Government’s contributio
of £150,000. From what I am about t
say, I do not want it to be construed tha
I am in any way opposed to the medics
school scheme. I am very much behind i
both through organisations to which I be
long and as an individual citizen.

I should like the Government to knos
that, when the Bill was introduced, i
hit some of us members of the Opposi
tion with a very severe reaction upon find
ing that the Government, after all th
publicity given to its contribution, wa
not going to pay £150,000 as such, but wa
going to make it available indirectly t
the university through the borrowin
power of the university, over a period o
15 years, The Premier explained ths
the full amount would eventually be re
ceived by the university without any in
terest cost, because the Bill provides tha
the Government will meet, not only th
capital sum, but also such interest as i
incurred by the university authorities.

The initial announcement by the Gov
ernment that it would give £150,000, bein
one-half of the contribution to the esti
mated capital cost of the school, was ¢
very commendable one, and I think it me
with the approval of all members of Par
liament and of the public generally. I
was the springhboard, as it were, fron
which the appeal committee could go 4
the public and say, "“This is to be you
school. The Government has shown it
confidence in the project by giving a gen
ercus sum of £150,000. We want you
do your part and show that you reall;
want a medical school and believe in it.’

I suggest that had it been known at the
time that this amount would be finance
through another method, which meant the
university’s borrowing £150,000 to be re.
paid by 30 half-yearly instalments, i
would have damped the enthusiasm o
donors and made the task of the commit-
tee more difficult. It is perhaps as wel
that the announcement was made in the
Press only yesterday following the intro-
ductory speech by the Premier on the
previous evening.

It will be of interest to members tc
know that I have received a series of
messages over this Press report in view
of the. fact that it was stated at the foot
of the report that I had secured the ad-
journment of the debate. Doubtless that
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was the reason why they seized on me. I
sugeest it would have been much more
practical if they had discussed the matter
with the Treasurer instead of with me. 1
feel that the method of finance proposed
by the Bill is not & desirable one for this
occasion.

I can understand the Government's de-
sire to conserve its funds and make them
g0 as far as possible within the limits of
the available revenue and loan funds.
This is not the first Government that has
attempted to squeeze a little more money
out of the available resources by adopt-
ing methods which can be c¢lassed as
slightly unorthodox as far as government
finance js concerned. I feel that this
amouht should have bheen paid as a
straight-out contribution by the Govern-
ment to the appeal. I would not in any
way oppose the payment of £150,000 over
8 period of two or three years.

As we know, the public contributions
will be made partly in cash and partly
by donations on a prearranged basis over
two, three or four years. It suits some
donors to spread their contributions over
more than one year, and that also suits
the appeal because it is not going to spend
the £400,000, plus the Government's
£150,000 in the space of 12 months or two
years. A steady flow of money will, no
doubt, suit the medical school just as well
a5 it will suit the donors.

Therefore the Government of the day
could have said, "It is of no use giving
you the money and having it lie idle for
two or three years. We will give you
these payments by instalments over a
period with the right of the school to call
the money up quicker if it finds it is com-
mitted on capital expenditure prior to the
expected day.” That would have been a
fair basis.

I suggest that the proposition of getting
the university to borrow the money at a
time when Governments are exhorting
the business community not to seek bor-
rowed money any more than is absolutely
necessary and at a time when there are
very severe credit restrictions, is wrong,
and we force this institution to go on the
money market and borrow this sum of
money which the Government will repay
over a period of 15 years—

The Premier: Why does the hon. mem-
ber use the word “force”?

Mr. COURT: I might have misused that
word. I do not suggest that the Premier
held the gun at their head because he ex-
plained—

The Premier: It is a gross exaggera-
tion for you to use the word, and you
should withdraw it.

Mr. COURT: I think I have.
The Premier: No, you have not.
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Mr. COQURT: Well, I will uncondition-
ally withdraw the word “force".

The Premier: It was an ahaemic sort
of qualification that you made.

Mr. COURT: I have done s50. I never
intended to use the word in the way of
gun-at-the-head tactics at all.

The Premier: What did you mean to
convey?

Mr. COURT: I meant to convey that
instead of the Premier giving these people
£150,000 in instalments of £30,000 or
£50,000 every six months, he negotiated
with them and no doubt said to them, “I
am short of money. The Commonwealth
will not give me money. You will have to
borrow this and we will make certain it
is repaid to you over 15 years.”

The Premier: Why do you say we said
to them, “You will have to borrow this"?

" Mr. COURT; I assume that is what
the Premier said; that he could not pay
them £150,000,

The Premier: It is all presumption on
the hon. member's part.

Mr. COURT: I am going on the Pre-
mier's speech. .
The Premier: Sheer imagination!

Mr. COURT: I do not think that the
Premier would deny that because of the
official announcements and the published
announcements made by the Government
up to the introduction of the Bill, the
public were left in no doubt that the Gov-
ernment was going to contribute £150,000.

The Premier: It will.

Mr. COURT: Now we find it is going
to do it on the time-payment system,
spread over 15 years.

The Premier: That will not cause any
delay in the establishment of the school.

Mr. COURT: No doubt because of the
fact that the public have contributed so
generously.

The Premier: That was understood all
the way through.

Mr. COURT: It was never conveyed to
the public.
The Premier: Yes, it was.

Mr. COURT: I dispute the correctness
of that. At no stage in the Press reports
—1I have taken the trouble fto seek them
out—can I find where the Premier or his
Government, or anyone connected with or
on behalf of the Government has indi-
cated that this would be anything but a
straight-out contribution by the Govern-
ment.

The Premier: The form of contribution
was never discussed publicly, or at all.

Mr. COURT: I do not think the Premier
would say the public were stupid in ac-
cepting the fact that the Government
was going to pay £150,000,
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The Premier: The public were told that
the Government would be reponsible for
£150,000,

Mr, COURT: That might be playing
on words.

The Premier: That is what the hon.
member has been doing all through his
speech.

Mr. COURT: I do not agree. The public
were entitled to assume that the Govern-
ment was going to pay & lump sum of
maoney in support of its contribution. With
that comment, which I feel I should make,
I reiterate my support for the measure.

THE PREMIER (Hon. A. R. G. Hawke—
Northam—in reply) [3.271: It is a great
pity that the member for Nedlands was
not able to approach this measure, and
the general project of the medical school
for Western Australia, on a non-party
basis. If there is one subject out of which
party politics should be completely kept,
it is this of the medical school for West-
ern Australia. ’

The outlook of the member for Ned-
lands in connection with this great under-
taking was so prejudiced, unconsciously
if not consciously, that he was able to
bring himself to give credit for this great
undertaking, as he described it, to every-
body except the Government. Evidently
his party-political outlook is so restricted
and so mean and paltry as to make it im-
possible for him to give even the slightest
word of credit to the Government for the
undoubtedly vital part which it played in
bringing the undertaking to the stage in
which we find it at the present time.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: I think you are
being very unfair now,

Mr. Court: I do not think you were
listening when I paid tribute to the Gov-
ernment’s contributions.

The PREMIER.: I think the member for
Nedlands does not need the doubtful help
of the member for Mt. Lawley in connhec-
tion with this matter; if he does, it is
a tremendously poor outlook for him.

Hon. A. V. R, Abboitt: It was not in-
tended in that fashion at all. You know
you are being unfair.

The PREMIER: The member for Ned-
lands, when I allowed him f{o amble along
smoothly and without correction of any
kind, quickly went from one exaggeration
to another. It was only when he reached
the stage in his speech of making a state-
ment that was without justification at all
that I thought the time had arrived when
he should be brought down to earth; when
he should be dragged, if that is the right
word to use, somewhere, at least, reason-
ably close to the truth.

So far since the hon. member has been
in this Parliament he has had a remark-
ably free run. I must admit that I have
not bothered much about him, but it seems
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that as time has gone on, and as he has
succeeded in getting away with a good deal
of misrepresentation in regard to separate
subjects, he has developed the idea
that it is possible in this House to get
away with murder. I will stand for a lot,
but I will not stand for murder, even
though it might be committed by the mem-
ber in question.

One would think that the all-important
consideration in the mind of any person
considering the financing of the medical
school—this ought to be the overwhelming
consideration in the mind of a person who
claims to see in this medical school the
greatest achievement of the age so far as
Western Australia is coneerned—ought to
be the establishment of the school within
the shortest practicable period of time:
but that was not the main consideration in
the mind of the member for Nedlands. To
him it was not a consideration at all—not
even & minor one.

Mr. Court: I think you are less than just
there,

The PREMIER: I say that what the
members of this House should do is to look
at the great objective and not be concerned
with mean and paltry criticisms of methods
which might be employed to make the
money available in order that the school
may be constructed within the shortest
possible period of time. What does it
matter from which source or under what
methods the money is made available, as
long as it is made available?

Personally, I could have understood the
criticism of the member for Nedlands if
the adoption of this method by the Govern-
ment, in co-operation with the University
Senate, would have led to a delay in the
steps to be taken to establish the school.
The truth, however, is that there will not
be one single moment’s delay under this
method, as compared with any other
method. Until I broughi the member for
Nedlands back to earth, he was in the
process of leading members of this House
and of the public to believe that the Gov-
ernment was forcing this arrangement
upon the University Senate.

Nothing could be further from the truth.
I wish to say here and now to the credit of
members of the University Senate that
they were completely co-operative with the
Government in regard to the development
of this method of raising the £150,000
which the State is to contribute towards
the capital cost of the medical school—
and it is a good method. It is an ex-
ceptionally good method, particularly at
a time when economi¢ conditions in this
State and throughout Australia are
becoming more difficult—particularly at a
time when the Government of this State is
heset with considerable financial difficul-
ties of an immediate character in relation
to expenditure from both its loan funds
and Consolidated Revenue.
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1 ask the member for Nedlands from
where he would have taken this £150,000
immediately, or during this year and next
rear? From Governmeni loan funds?
Would he have taken it from loan money
which otherwise would have been available
for the building of school classrooms?
Would he have taken it from funds allo-
cated for the consfruction of additional
accommodation at hospitals, or from
money set aside for water supplies or any
of the other essential community facilities
that are so urgently required in almost
every part of Western Australia?

For my part, I say that this method of
finance has everything in its favour. It is
a method of approach in regard fo financ-
ing the State’s share which ought to be
commended. It does not hurt anyone. If
the Government had taken the £150,000
from the loan moneys available this year—
or only half of it—considerable hard-
ship would have been created for some
section of our community. I think I have
previously told members—during other de-
bates—that the Government is desperafely
short of loan funds with which to finance
urgent community requirements in this
State.

So much is this so that, in the interests
of the community, it is undertaking the
letting of contracts for the building of
schools, the provision of hospital accommeo-
dation and the building of some houses,
under the deferred payment system, In
other words, the Government has not the
money with which to pay for the work
urgently required to be done under these
headings.

Yet we feel that this work is required
so urgently that we are prepared to mort-
gage the future in order that the work may
be done now so that schoolchildren might
have reasonable classroom accommodation,
so that patients in hospitals might have
reasonable accommodation and so that
families who are urgently requiring houses
might have them. We are getting the
work done under this deferred payment
system but we will not pay for it until
next financial year,

Mr. Court: But the borrowing of the
money by the university through the
ordinary financial channels will consider-
abhly curtail the amount of money avail-
able for other purposes.

The PREMIER.: If the hon. member does
not mind, I will remain for the moment
with the point with which I am dealing
and will complete my consideration of it,
which the hon. member is anxious I should
not conclude. I will not be dragged away
hefore completing my consideration of
that point to some other point which the
hon. member would like me to debate.
However, 1 will be prepared to discuss
{that other point in a moment or two.

If we had followed the advice which

the member for Nedlands gives to us, the
situation which T have been deseribing
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would be intensified and so I think this
method of finance has everything to com-
mend it, taking the urgent needs of our
community into consideration. The mem-
bers of the University Senate raised no
objection to it. They are not concerned
as to whether the Government makes its
contribution immediately out of loan funds
or Consolidated Revenue. All they are
concerned about—it is all they ought to be
concerned about—is to get the money, and
they are to get it, and at the time when
they need it: so obviously and naturally
they have no complaint.

It would be interesting indeed to know
from what source the member for Nedlands
received those telephone calls—very in-
teresting indeed. The fact that the per-
sons concerned did not contact me—

Mr. Heal: Probably from the headquar-
ters of the Liberal Party.

The PREMIER: —makes much more in-
teresting the question of the source from
which the inquiries came to the member
for Nedlands. The hon. member did not
suggest that this is a completely new
method of approach in regard to govern-
ment finance; he did not even suggest
that it is a new method of government
finance in relation to university buildings.
Indeed, it is not a new method of finance
under either of those headings. In the
year 1952, which is fairly recent and dur-
ing which time a Labour Government was
not in office in Western Australia, the
Government of that time brought down
a Bill for the provision of certain buildings
for the University of Western Australia
and for other incidental purposes. ‘The
member for Mi. Lawley will reeall this
Bill because he was a Minister in the
Government of the day, and he has an
amazingly good memory.

Hon. A, V. R. Abbott: Thank you!

The Minister for Housing: A convenient
one, too.

The PREMIER: Perhaps I should not
have included the word “good”; but I did
50, because I think it was justified. This
University Buildings Act, No. 43 of 1952,
is the basis upon which the Bill now before
us was framed; it is exactly the same type
of legislation and it is set out in exactly
the same form from the first page through
to the end of the measure itself. So it
seemns to0 me that the member for Ned-
lands was going into a great song and
dance about nothing. I was surprised
that he should, in the same speech, ex-
press wonderful admiration of the people
of Western Australia and then, before the
speech was concluded, inferentially con-
demn the people of the State.

Mr. Court: I do not know how I did that.

The PREMIER: I am sure the hon.
member would not know, but the on-
looker sees s0 much more; he sees most
of the game.
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Mr, Court: I do not know in what man-
ner I did it, either.

The PREMIER: The manner in which
the hon. member did it was to suggest
that had the Government told the people
of Western Australia that it would make
its eontributionn in the form and manner
set out in this Bill, the response from the
people of this State, in connection with
the medical school, would not have been
anywhere near as good as it has been. He
said that any such announcement would
have dampened the enthusiasm of all con-
cerned. What ridiculous nonsense!

Mr. Court: I do not think that is right.

The PREMIER; It is a great pity that
the member for Nedlands is not able to
see the purpose of this medical school
undertaking.

Mr. Court: I think I can see it as much
as you can.

The PREMIER: Surely, the purpose
and great objective is to establish the
medical school. All of us want to see the
school established.

Mr. Court: I think I have seen that
clearly enough, and I have probably
worked harder as an individual than you
have towards its establishment.

The PREMIER: I am afraid that I am
not able to reach the towering heights
of self-esteem which the member for
Nedlands is able to scale. 1 simply con-
tent myself by saying that I did, as Pre-
mier of the State and Leader of the
Government, do the best I could in diffi-
cult circumstances. As I say, the great
objective is to have the school estab-
lished, and the Government, in selecting
this method of filnance in co-operation
with the University Senate, is not preju-
dicing the establishment of the school in
any shape or form. It is not even delay-
ing progress towards the final establish-
ment of the school for one second.
Therefore, I should say that the method
decided upon by the Government in co-
operation with the University Senate
would meet with the approval of both
Houses of Parliament and of most mem-
bers of the general pubhlic.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.10 p.m.

In Commiltee.

Mr. J. Hegney in the Chair; the Pre-
mier in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 and 2—agreed to.
Clause 3—Authorisation:

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: No one can
argue against the great objective of this
Bill which as the Premler stated, is
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to help in the establishment of the medi-
cal school. Such an objective should be
encouraged. The Premier has not yet
stated whether the university will ke
able to borrow the money, as authorised
by this clause.

The Premier:
to that effect.

Hon, A, V. R. ABBOTT: It must be
admitted that the State is not in a posi-
tion at present {0 make a straight-out
grant to the university, that would have
been preferable from the university's
point of view, The reasons given by the
Premier for not being able to do so must
be accepted. It is necessary that an effort
should be made to establish schools and
hospitals wherever posible, but it should
be pointed out that the method of financ-
ing such projects is no} appreciated by
those who direct the financial policy of
this country,

The Commonwealth Bank has issued a
directive to all banks that it is against
the Commonwealth's flnancial policy for
banks to lend money to clients for capital
improvements, That is an unfortunate
event, Against that, the outcome of
avoiding that directive by the Common-
wealth Bank must be considered. The
Premier has given his view in that re-
spect. The Government should have
given the full particulars of {ts assistance
to the university; perhaps it did, but the
particulars were not published.

I was not aware until the Bill had
been introduced that the Government
contribution was to be made over a period
of 15 years. The Premier has stated that
it was a side issue, and was insignificant
when compared with the objective to be
achieved. I agree with that view. Most
people believe the Government had made
a straight-out grant of £150,000 to the
university., I am pleased to learn that
the university is able to borrow the am-
ount of money required over the same
period as the contribution by the Govern-
ment is to be made. 1 presume the rate
of interest will also he comparahle.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 4, Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

I did make a statement

BILL—SUPERANNUATION AND
FAMILY BENEFITS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 18th October.

HON. A, V. R, ABBOTT (Mt Lawley)
[4.17): There can be no ohjection to this
Bill and I propose to support it. To a
large extent the measure assists in the ad-
ministration of the superannuation fund.
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I can see no objection to the amendments
that have been put forward at the request
of the persons administering the fund,
neither can there be objection to the clause
which provides that persons remaining in
government service, after the date on which
their superannuation contract has ex-
pired, need not be subject to any penalty,
to which they are now subject, in the event
of their dismissal from the service.

As the Treasurer said, it would be rather
hard when a man has completed a con-
tract and his services are retained by the
Government, that he should not only pay
the penalty for any lapse subsequently,
but that the amount he should receive from
the superannuation fund might be mater-
lally affected. The Treasurer also stated
that it was proposed to grant an increase
of 7s. 6d. a week for each child of a de-
ceased contributor. I am not sure that is
correct. I think the increase is 5s.—2s. 6d.
to be contributed by the Government and
2s. 6d. by the board.

Such an increase is warranted. The
Treasurer also said that if it was felt that
further increases could be made to pen-
sioners, they would be made where possible.
Ii is purely a question of finance. I hope
that later on if the finances of the State
improve, the people who have served the
Government for many years and have re-
tired, will not be forgotten.

Then there is the other point regarding
a man who takes up sufficient units to
give him the maximum protection and who
loses the advantage he would have had if
he had invested his money in a house and
contributed less to the fund. If he had
invested his money in a house and then
retired, he would have the use of the house
and he would also receive the maximum
pension and superanuation allowance per-
missible in accordance with the appropriate
Federal pensions Act.

At present, if the amount he is receiving
from superannuation exceeds the permis-
sible amount, he gets little or no advantage,
althougsh he may have contributed for
many years. 1 cannot see any way of alter-
ing that, but I hope that the pensions will
be increased from time to time and that
this will encourage those who have con-
tributed large amounts to the fund and
enable them to receive the full advantage.
I support the second reading.

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe)
[4.22]1: I support the second reading. My
only reason for speaking is to give some
foreknowledge of an amendment that I
should like members to adopt in the Com-
mitiee stage. The Bill proposes to amend
Section 63 of the principal Aect, and I de-
sire to refer to Subsection (3) of that
section. It is well known that the widow
of a contributor or pensioner under the
Act receives one-half of the superannua-
tion to which the contributor would have
been entitled had he survived.
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In 1947, Subsection (3) was added to
Section 63, and the purpose of it is that
where a contributor or pensioner marries
after he has attained the maximum age
for retirement, or after his retirement from
the service, no payment whatever shall
be made to the widow or in respect of
her children that may be the result of
that marriage. I consider that that is
a very harsh provision., It would mean
that 2 man who had reached the age of
60 or 65 should not contemplate marriage,
because he would probably feel that in the
event of his death, his widow would not
be cared for under the superannuation
scheme. Possibly there was some reason
for inserting the subsection but it seems
ta be most arbitrary and I hope that the
Treasurer will give some indication of his
attitude to my suggestion that the sub-
section he deleted.

I have had a quick look at “Han-
sard” for 1947. Mr. Wise spcke on the
Bill, which contained guite a number of
sound features as does this measure, but
he did not make reference to this sub-
section, and I feel that its full implica-
tion was not realised. This matter was
brought to my notice by a widow who ap-
proached me only this morning. Her plight
is not desperate, but she is not entitled
to receive any of the benefits of super-
annuation such as would be the right of
a widow who was married prior to the
retirement of her husband.

MR. LAPHAM {(North Perth) [4.27]: I
support the second reading and wish to
deal with the point mentioned by the
member for Cottesloe. I feel that a hard-
ship is bheing imposed by the operation
of Subsection (3) because it makes pro-
vision for the nonpayment of superannua-
tion to the widow of a pensioner who mar-
ried after he was in receipt of a pension.
Under that provision, a woman who mar-
ried a pensioner one day before he re-
ceived the pension would be entitled to
payment of half the amount on his death,
whereas if she married a day after, she
would not bhe entitled to any pension. I
cannot understand why that provision
was inserted in the Act as I can see no
equity whatever in it.

For my part, I believe in superagnnua-
tion for various reasons, one of them be-
ing that 2 man should provide for old age
and for the benefit of his widow and child-
ren in the event of his death. It should
not make any difference whether the child-
ren are born before or after the individual
becomes a pensioner; the fact remains that
the children are still his, Why there should
be a differentiation between the two cases,
I cannot understand. I ask the Treasurer
to laok into the subsection with a view to
having it deleted from the Act.

THE TREASURER (Hon. A. R. G.
Hawke—Northam—in reply) [4.30): It is
true, as mentioned by the member for
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Mt. Lawley, that the proposed increase for
children in most instances is 5s., but there
is one instance in the Bill—in connection
with orphaned children—where the in-
crease is Ts. 6d. In connectioh with the
point raised by the member for Cottesloe
and the member for North Perth, I will
undertake to look at the question which
they have raised.

My recollection of the reason for this
provision going into the Act when it did
is that it was due to anxiety on the part
of members of the board to discourage,
as it were, a pensioner, who at that stage
might be a bachelor or widower, from
marrying or allowing himself to be mar-
ried by a youngish thing whose expecta-
tion of life could be many years and who
could, of course, possibly with the co-
operation of the husband, have quite a
number of children before the husband
passed on.

I think it was felt at that time by
those who were advising in regard to this
phase, that if that particular sort of situa-
tion were allowed to be covered by the
provision of pensions, the strain upon the
fund could become very great which, in
turn, might necessitate the raising of con-
tributions and the increasing of the
amount which the Government would
have to pay into the fund.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You could not
say, yet, whether you would agree to the
deletion?

The TREASURER.: I would not be pre-
pared to agree to it at this stage. I would
desire first of all to talk with members
of the board, who understand the financial
implications of the operation of this sys-
tem better than I do. If they saw no
serious objection to carrying out the sug-
gestion made by the iwo members I have
mentioned, I do not think the Govern-
ment would be likely to have any objec-
tion.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: You might go
half way, in so far as it related to females.

The TREASURER: We might, but I
would like first of all to discuss the sug-
gestion with members of the board. After
all, they have been given the responsi-
bility—by Parliament—of administering
the fund and caring for it. Where there
is & proposal to increase the burden on
the fund I think the board should first
be consulted for an expression of its views.
I will undertake, before the third reading
is passed, to bhave this discussion with at
least the chairman of the board and if
the Government, after that discussion, is
able to see itz way clear to support an
amendment along the lines suggested, the
Bill can be recommitted at that stage.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

[ASSEMBLY.]

In Committee.

Mr. J. Hegney in the Chair; the Treas-
urer in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to T—agreed to.

Clause 8—Section 63 amended:

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I appreciate
the remarks of the Treasurer in his reply
to the debate, but I wonder whether he
would agree to a proviso being inserted
at the conclusion of Subsection (3), after
the word “marriage”.

The Treasurer: Are you amending the
Bill, or what?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Yes. After
the word “marriage,” in the last line of
Subsection (3), I want to add a proviso.

The Treasurer: I suggest that the hon.
member have an amendment developed
and it could be dealt with during the re-
committal of the measure at a later stage.
I do not think his proposed amendment
would work.

The CHAIRMAN: We do not know
whereabouts in the Bill te put it.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 9 to 12, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL—ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 18th October,

MR. COURT (Nedlands) [4.40]: I find
nothing in the Bill on which {0 comment
adversely. I am rather pleased about that
because I would not like the Premier to
increase his blood pressure twice in one
day. He should realise that he is at an
age and period of his life when he is
most vulnerable to blood pressure and I
would not like to think that I was partly
the cause of his untimely death.

The amendments in the Bill seem reason-
able. It was suggested previously that I
should have permitted the member for Mt,
Lawley to secure the adjournment hecause
the Bill deals with a subject on which
he has very strong views, namely, the
Zoological Gardens. But perhaps in the
interests of the lions, tigers and other
animals, it is just as well that someone
of a more moderate temperament obtained
the adjournment.

The proposed increase in the borrowing
power of the Zoological Gardens Board is
not only necessary, but also such power
is very well guarded in Section 6 of the
Act, which reads—

All moneys raised by mortgage
under the powers aforesaid after pay-
ment thereout of all reasonable ex-
penses attending such mortgage, shall
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be applied in the improvement of the
said gardens for zoological, acclimiti-
sation or recreation purposes, in the
erection, maintenance, and repair of
buildings, in the planting of trees and
shrubs, and in the permanent im-
provement of the said gardens.

Obviously that provides adeguate protec-
tion over the use of money raised by
mortgage as well as over the increased
amount for which this Bill makes pro-
vision. Therefore, I support the measure.

HON. A. V. R. ABBOTT (Mt. Lawley)
[4.42]: In view of the comments made by
the member for Nedlands, I have a few
words to say on the Bill. It is purely
& question of values. Other Class “A"” re-
serves receive government support. The
Zoological Gardens, of course, are located
on a Class “A” reserve. If the Govern-
ment had unlimited money—which it has
not—I would be in full agreement with this
provision, but when money is keenly sought
after, the Government should exercise
some discretion in matters such as this.
In the circumstances, the Government
could well give consideration to other pub-
lic reserves.

One I would mention is the Rottnest
Island reserve. I will say that the Gov-
ernment has assisted the Rotinest Board
of Conirol in the past and deserves com-
mendation for that, but the board would
like a great deal more assistance. The
provision of adequate facilities at Rottnest,
where many schoolchildren spend their
holidays, would prove to be more useful
than taking children to see lions and other
carnivorous animals at the zoo. If the
Government can afford £15,000 a year to
spend on the zoo, could it not give an
annual grant to other reserves which, to
my way of thinking, serve a more useful
function?

As the Minister for Industrial Devolop-
ment said the other day, at present the
Rottnest Board of Control cannot provide
sufficient facilities for sll the women and
children who desire to go there for their
holidays. Rottnest, undoubtedly, Is a
wonderful place, but if the board could
spend £15,000 a year, what could it not
do with that money? I am not objecting
to the Bill, but the Government in grant-
ing this amount to the Zoological Gardens
should give further consideration to other
boards under its conitrol which serve a
more useful purpose in the community.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

13:

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1955-56.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 18th Octobe
on the Treasurer’s Financial Statemer
and on the Annual Estimates, Mr. J. Heg
ney in the Chair.

Vote—Legislative Council, £7,453;

HON. C. F. J. NORTH (Claremont
[446); I have a few poinis to make o
the Estimates. The first one is in regard t
the Electoral Act. Over the years th
public notice that when elections are hel
in certain districts, a great deal of mone
is spent. It might be quite in order fo
that money to be spent and legal advic
may have been obained that it can b
spent, but to the public it appears to0 b
far in excess of what the law allows an
that develops a very disturbing attitud
on their part.

On the one hand they know there is :
certain limit to what can be spent o
election canvassing and so forth and yel
on the other hand, they see the enormou
expenditure upon canvassers and others a
election times, on behalf of candidate
for election to both Commonwealth amn
State Parliaments. I voice no unduw
criticism of that. I am making a com
parison only between the money that i
actually spent and that which, under th
law, should be spent.

Let us deal with the party aspect
whether it be Liberal, Labour or Countm
Party. During the course of an ordinan
election one often sees large-scale ad
vertisements appearing in the Press daily
‘which must cost the respective partie
many thousands of pounds. As I haw
said, this may be quite in order and carrie(
out on legal advice. However, if it is i1
order, the legislation should provide fo
such expenditure.

Then again we come to party contest
in individual electorates. ¥or jnstance
let us take the Nedlands electorate. I
I had been one of the candidates in ar
election there that I have in mind anc
I had had the funds avatlable, I woulc
have done exactly what was done by thi
candidates during that contest. If om
candidate spends such large sums ol
money, naturally the others have to fol-
low suit and it develops, more or less
into a horse-race,

Being the member for the distric
which lies next to the Nedlands electorate
I can say that during the last genera
election there was apparently no electior
campaign going on in Claremont; it wa:
as dead as mutton. The candidates for the
Claremont. electorate did not have thei
photographs published in the Press day
after day. The funds that were spent or
the conducting of the campaign in the
Nedlands electorate were amazing. The
people looked upon such campaigns as @
sort of a game. Admittedly, it is a fah
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game, Lecause all candidates take part
in it. Nevertheless, the law was flag-
rantly breached by all of them. As far
as I am concerned, I can see a situation
arising during elections which will corres-
pond to the betting situation.

Before the betting legislation was passed
last session, there was considerable public
outery to either make it legal or suppress
it. The same applies to elections. Either
there should be no bar to all the things
I mentioned, or the law should be en-
forced. The following is not an important
subject, but I raise it to show how elastic
is the law relating to candidates’ expenses.
In the Electoral Act there is provision
to prevent gifts or donations to clubs by
candidates. The late Sir James Mitchell
introduced legislation to prohibit any
money from being spent within three
months of an election by way of donations
or gifts to public hodies by candidates.

Mr. Brady: Could that period be exten-
ded to two years instead of three months?

Hon. C. F. J. NORTH: Let us see what is
the penalty that can be imposed on a can-
didate who is out to win a seat. The pen-
alty comes under the heading of “electoral
offences,” and the maximum is a fine of
£50. What deterrent is that to a eandidate
who is out to win a seat, after he has,
perhaps, spent £1,000 in influencing public
bodies by gifts in his electorate? The
penalty is that he must pay another £50,
but that is no deterrent at all. I suggest,
as was proposed some years ago, that the
offence should be one of unduly influenc-
ing in which event the penalty would be a
heavy fine or a gaol sentence. In that
event, a candidate would be perhaps more
careful in conducting his election cam-
paign. P

I touch on another subject of interest;
that is, the place of members of Parlia-
ment in the community. Recently I read
a book published on this subject entitled
“The Passing of Parliament”, and I would
point out a few comments made therein.
One was that Parliament is graduzslly being
superseded by departmental powers and
regulations. The question arises as to
whether members of Parliament today have
any real powers at all. As would appear
from the Press, members are not as im-
portant as they may think, and they do
not appear in as favourable a light to the
public as they are entitled to.

From personal experience, I know that if
a member is absent from the Chamber, he
is unable fo find out from the newspaper
next day what transpired in Parliament.
The work of Parliament in many cases
does not appear to be imporfant to the
electors, and if one were to ask them
whether Parllament was sitting, they would
not know. The pressure on the newspapers
to publish world news and organised public-
ity is so great that, perforce, the work of
this Parliament is hardly noticed. This
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leads one to ask whether it is time to ap-
point a parliamentary public relations
officer to inform the public of what is
going on here. I do not wish to laud the
work of Parliament, but I do protest that
it is presented to the public in such a poor
light.

Mr. May: Do you think our debates
should be broadcast?

Hon. C. F. J. NORTH: There should be
some method of informing the public. I
do not think the broadcasting of parlia-
mentary debates is necessarily the answer.
I am told that going on the air has had a
bad effect on the Federal Parliament. It
is a shock to the ordinary elector when
he first listens {o those broadeasts, be-
cause usually he is not at all famitliar with
the procedure. The idea of broadcasting
the debates from the State Parliament
could be considered.

I was trying to voice the attitude of the
ordinary elector who does not approach his
parliamentary representative on any mat-
ter. Usually, seven out of ten electors have
no business with their members, and the
remaining three are probably his sup-
porters because of work done for them.
Those three are able to see the work of
members in a favourable light. The other
seven see Parliament in quite a different
light. An unfair and unreasonable attti-
tude is adopted towards members of Par-
liament regarding receiving an allowance.

To illustrate this, the other evening I
was present at & meeting In my electorate
at which a Federal Minister was also in
attendance. The question of parliamentary
allowances -arose, and he explained that
one of the economies contemplated by the
Federal Government was the postpone-
ment of increases in the salaries of Fed-
eral members of Parliament. The response
to this comment was just as I thought.
The meeting consisted very largely of
people of the Minister's own political colour,
and when the remmark was made, there was
a rustie in the room.

The mayor of the distriet, who was
present, said, "Thank God, that has been
put off,” or words to that effect. In
seconding the vote of thanks at that meet-
ing I made a few comments, and the people
were somewhat surprised at the informa-
tion. The first was that in the early days
of Parliament, as mentioned in *‘“May,”
members were paid 4s. a day 400 years ago.
That shows that the idea of payment to
members s not of recent origin. The
second remark I made was that a barrel
of beer in those days cost 3d. That would
show the high purchasing power of the
4s. because 18 barrels of beer could be
purchased with one day’s salary, which is
in sharp contrast to the purchasing power
of the salaries paid today.

Let us see what it costs for the Gov-
ernor Genergl, Governors and parliament-
arians in Australia, The total amount is
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£3,000,000 per year, but if that amount is
divided into the national income of
£4,000,000,000, the cost would be less than
id. in the £. The pubiic should not be mis-
informed to the effect that a small in-
crease in the salaries of parliamentarians
will increase the cost of living and place a
burden on the shoulders of the people.
It has often been mentioned that the
salaries paid to members of Parliament
would not represent the price of one hair-
cut per head of population each year.

On the question of the duties of mem-
bers of Parliament, I am directed to a re-
mark made by the member for Collie. He
once asked whai were the duties of mem-
bers of Parliament? That is interesting,
because they are not defined. Each mem-
ber has his own ideas about his duties,
apart from requests made by the public.
This is something in which I consider that
members should display a good deal of
interest for they should certainly study
their position.

I have always had a feeling that the
ordinary member is expected to aitend
far too many functions and that he has
not encugh time to make the inquiries
and research he should into questions
associated with his job. I learnt this
from S8ir James Mitchell when I first
entered Parliament. He told me that the
job would bring me no money, but that I
would learn quite a lot about the couniry
which I could not do if I was all the time
attending functions as members were ex-
pected to do.

Over the years I have tried to keep these
attendances down to a minimum. I at-
tend the annual meeting of some of the
parents and citizens’ assoclations and
probably a bazaar each once a year, but on
the other hand, I have been requested by
various committees to attend their monthly
meetings, and as there are five or six of
these committees, that would absorb two
or three nights a week. Then there are
football, surf, cricket, tennis, bowling and
all the different clubs. If members are
not careful, they can get into a good busy
line there.

I have found it necessary to ration a
good deal of the time that I am supposed
to spend and do not spend in attending
many of those meetings. I reached a stage
up to about two years ago of attending an
evening at the theatre where all the little
dears were dancing and holding their
competitions in the presence of their
proud parents. No doubt that was a very
interesting evening, but when we recall
what is happening as communism spreads
over the world and all the problems such
as inflation that confront us, we should
not have to spend so0 much of our time
in that way.

The average elector thinks that all we
have to do is to attend shows and meet-
ings. He does not seem to realise that
this House does not run of itself on olled
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wheels, One is expected to go lik
an actor to a theatre, walk on th
stage and do his stuff without
word of rehearsing. We are askei
why Parliament does not sit all the yea
round and why members spend half th
yvear loafing about. Of course, member
are aware how difficult it is for anyom
to rise in his place here and make :
speech without a fair amount of prepara
tion, that is, unless he is going to mak:
a galah of himself. We do not want an;
galah performances here; what we wan
are gala performances, and I think we ge
them, hecause members for the most par
do prepare their matter and give us some
thing worth listening to. I feel that .
have been greatly educated by the man;
debates I have heard in this Chamber b;
members who know their subject, whethe;
it be on farms, business, or anything else

However, I feel that the time has comu
when we should have some method o
some public relations officer or committe
to try to bring to the peopie a realisatior
of how different is the real job of & mem-
ber from what they suppose, and how
silly it is for them to think, as many o
them do, that this place is nothing else
than a place of graft and repartee anc
indifference to their affairs. I am speak:
ing of seven-tenths of the people who d«
not approach their member.

Let me repeat that the three-tenths whe
do normally get into touch with theil
member have a different attitude entirely
I have seen the contrast. Some of thos¢
who had scorned this place later had t«
approach their member in real trouble, an¢
then they became supporters of the sys-
tem for the rest of their lives. People
should know that Parliament and Govern.
ment are naot a burden on them, seeing
that they are costing them less than s
farthing in the £ each year. If thes
had a system like that operating behinc
the Iron Curtain where the military anc
the commissars are so prominent, they
could be excused for thinking that the
cost of government was terrific.

We need some method of bringing tc
the notice of the public the real truth
of the matter and convinecing the people
that they are getting good service. Every
seal is at the mercy of the electors, and
it is for them to decide what the membel
should or should not do for them. The
great superman in politics, perhaps the
greatest of all, Sir Winston Churchill
before his election a little while ago, told
the pecple what he considered to be the
duties of a member of Parliament. He
put them under three headings. The first
was the member’s duty to the nation: the
second was his duty to the electors, and
the third was his duty to the party.

This has been & bone of contention with
some of us in our endeavours to hold our
seats. Over the years I have tried to re-
present the district first and place my
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duty to the party second. Both are un-
doubtedly important, but if an issue arises
where the electorate wants something and
the party does not, the member is in a
dilemma. He has to decide whether the
party comes first and the district goes
hang, or whether the district comes first
and the party second. Whichever he does,
he must find himself in t{rouble, but the
interesting and correct thing to do—and
this has been conflrmed by the great Sir
Winston himself—is to put the electors
first. Sir Winston has boasted in his
writings that in his political life he has
not only ratted but has also reratted, and
s0 it is clear that he has heen guided and
directed by his electorate.

Now I go back to my earlier remarks
that a member’s electors—in my case,
seven-tenths of them—have never had oc-
casion to approach him. If the electorate
is keen in its support and the member
stands by it, I do not think he could be
defeated. That is the most interesting
side of this game because over the years
parties have hecome stronger and stronger,
I have been here long enough to witness
the exit of independents. They are im-
portant in their way, but how can an in-
dependent be worked into the sysiem
while we still have parties? It is a con-
tradiction of terms.

If an electorate comes out on an issue in
deflance of the party and the party is
broad enough to accept that issue, we get
the idea of an ideal party system and of
an individual electorate supporting a new
line. I have known of a member who was
an independent and who later joined a
party. That is another way out. The
Minister for Mines who was originally an
independent has been absorbed intc a
party. I think the ideal should be that
when a member finds his electors want
something new, the party should accept
him as was done in the case of the Mini-
ster for Mines.

Mr. May: He made a good choice of
party.

Hon. C. F. J. NORTH: Yes; we all have
to make a choice of parties, but we must
be guided by the electors. Of course, in
this State the party policies are sp similar
that it is difficult to cause contention ex-
zept in a few matters. I am aware that
:he leaders who occupy the front benches
*an lash themselves into a fury on occa-
sions, but nine-tenths of the policies in
this State are common to all parties. It
is the same with the nations as with
parties. They change their tunes; they
thange their coats. Of course, when a
member occupies the Chair, he takes an
impartial view, but let me give some in-
stances.

For many years members on the Labour
side did not believe in migration. Yet it
vas Labour leaders who adopted the
migration policy that will save this
ountry. Similarly there were matters on
;he Liberal side. Some Liberals did not
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believe in the payment of decent wages or
rather thought that the economic system
could not function if the wages rose too
high, but now Liberals agree with Henry
Ford that the biggest wage that can be
afforded is the best. I can remember an
occasion when the Labour Party people
believed in an Australian Navy and I think
that at that time our side ridiculed it,
whereas now we are all for it. So it has
been with nations—look at Russia and
Germany!—one f{ime for us and another
time against us.

Perhaps the answer is for a party not
to be in power too long, not to be too
enthusiastic about the line that is
popular at the moment, As I have said,
theie is very little difference between the
parfies in Western Australia, and I am
glad that that is s0. I was always 100
per cent. for the Liheral side, but after
g few years, I found that this place was a
sort of county counctl. I wanted West-
ern Australia to progress very rapidly, and
therefore that was the important consid-
eration rather than that any party should
be on top for too long.

MR. McCULLOCH (Hannans) [5.15];
This seems to be the time of the year
when we learn what the finanecial position
of Australia really is. On this occasion we
find that the country is compelled to apply
trade restrictions and four years ago the
same thing happened. Now we are told
that the couniry is in a bad financial posi-
tion. I think we all agree that it is. We are
informed that the reason is because our
exports have not kept up with our im-
ports, and this means that Australia has
been overspending. We now find that our
overseas credit has gone to such a low
ebb that we have to impose restrictions
on many imports.

What is the real reason for having to
impose these restrictions? Lately I have
heard a lot about the hire purchase sys-
tem that operates not only in Australia,
but all over the world, and I think it has
something to do with our overspending
on imports. I realise that people want
refrigerators, washing machines and
other modern household appliances, but
if we have to go outside the country to
get them, it is obvious that our overseas
debt will mount considerably.

I am not a bellever in the hire pur-
chase system; I never have been and I
hope never to be. Nevertheless, I realise
that it is of assistance to many families,
and I know that it has come here from
other countries where they have estab-
lished homes that are up to the modern
standard. But I also know that those
families will not be out of debt for the
next fifty years unless they have a wind-
fall which will assist them to pay what
they owe under hire purchase agreements.

In connection with exports, I can re-
member that in 1932 T took a trip to the
Old Country and I had the pleasure of
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going through the big markets in Glasgow
where 1 saw a considerable quantity of
Australian foodstuffs, and there was a
ready sale for them. At that time the
I.R.A. trouble existed in Ireland and in
Britain. It intrigued me to know that
butter and cheese were in high demand
in Scotland. There was competition so
far as these articles were concerned, from
Latvia and Denmark.

It seemed strange to me that a person
could go to a retail shop in Scotland and
buy a 1lb. of cheese for 7d. whilst at that
time, the same cheese was costing 10d. a
1b. in Kalgoorlie. The bhest Australian
butter could be bought in Scotland for
10d. & lb. whereas we were paying 1s. 3d.
a Ib. for it in Kalgoorlie. I could never
understand how that took place.

Mr, Court: There is a comparable
situation today.

Mr. McCULLOCH: Yes, mayhe. The
same conditions applied to tinned fruits.
We were paying much more for Austra-
lian tinned fruits in Kalgoorlie than they
could be bought for in Glasgow. All em-
pire goods got a big advertisement in the
city of Glasgow at that time because some
of the shops in the principal streets there
had in their windows nothing but Austra-
lian foodstuffs—tinned fruits, jams,
cheese, buiter and various other com-
modities. It seems that today we have
slipped back considerably in that respect.

Not only in regard to foodstuffs are
we slipping back in so far as our exports
are concerned. We know that our lamb
exports are only about one-third of what
they were in prewar days. Of course, the
reason is, probably, that most of the lamb
producers have turned to the more luc-
rative product, wool. However, wool is
probably not as good as it was, and it
may get worse. The Premier told us,
when introducing the Estimates, that the
income from wool was £29,500,000 last
yvear which was in excess of £6,000,000
less than the year before. Therefore, we
cannot always rely too much on wool to
balance our overseas trade.

With regard to wheat, we know it has
heen estimated that this season we will
have a harvest of about 33,000,000
bushels, but we do not know where we
are going to sell it or what is to become
of it. Therefore, we have to look else-
where to try to meet our imports with
our exports.

I had a look at some figures in connec-
tion with our import and export balance,
and I found that even our exports to the
Eastern States were down compared with
our imports from there to the extent of
£66,989.881. That seems to be pretty bad
so far as Western Australia is concerned.
Although I realise that this is a young
State and that only in recent years have
we started to build up our industries, we
should try to be self-supporting in regard
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to these commodities. It seems, however,
that we have a long way to go to meet
this deficit of more than £66,000,000.

Our overseas figures are in the red, be-
cause, over the lasi three years, we have
developed a debit of £64,285.092, We have
been going from bad to worse. In 1952-
53 we had a small credit; in 1953-54 we
had a deficit, and in 1954-55 our deficit
was greater. Where are we going to sjop?
I do not agree with the member for
Toodyay who, when speaking on imports,
said that a lot of rubbish came from
Britain.

Hon. L. Thorn: I did not say anything
of the sort; I said Japan.

Mr. McCULLOCH: The hon. member did.
I agree that a certain amount of rubbish
comes from some of the continental
countries but the hon. member particu-
larly mentioned Britain.

Hon. L. Thorn: I did not.

Mr. McCULLOCH: I think if he looks
at his speech he will see he did. Maybe
he did not mean it. I would not say it
is all rubbish that comes from the Old
Country. I think some very good quality
articles come from there. I do not say
that I always buy those goods, because
I cannot afford to. We could make some
of those articles here, and by so doing we
could go some distance towards easing our
financial position.

Personally, I agree with the member for
Toodyay with respeet to a ship that the
Government wanted to buy not so long
ago. Two vessels had a shot of towing this
ship to Western Australia—I do not know
who are the experts who went to buy this
boat, but I understand they came from
Sweden—and ultimately, I believe, the ship
was put on the scrap heap. The Premier
told us that we had two new ships on order,
and I interjected that the one from
Glasgow would, I thought, serve the pur-
pose; and I believe it will.

I was a little disgusted to think that
some of our bureaucrats should recommend
to the Government a ship such as the one
that was going to Sweden, when we could
not possibly get it to the country.

The Treasurer: It was never intended to
buy it.

Mr, MecCULLOCH: I do not know why it
was being brought here.

The Treasurer: It was
charter it.

Mr, McCULLOCH: Perhaps I made &
mistake there. I always think a new
article is much better than a second-hand
one, No matter whether it is a moforcar, a
refrigerator or anything else, if it is pur-
chased second-hand there is consider-
able risk. The best policy is for a person,
if he can afford to buy something that is
new, to buy it, and if he cannot afford it,
not to buy it until he can afford it.

intended to
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We have some enterprising concerns in
Australia. Recently I read that Metters
Ltd., of Subiaco, was, for the purpose of
expanding its business, prepared to spend
£100,000. That does not seem to he a
great amount of money in the terms of the
millions we hear discussed, bui neverthe-
less for a firm such as Metters I think it is
fairly considerable; and what the firm pro-
poses is very enterprising. According to
the reports I have seen, this firm intends
installing an automatic moulding
machine. This does not mean that workers
will be deprived of their employment.
After all, moulding is a very heavy industry
and Metters Ltd. intends, as a part of its
expansion programme, to purchase an auto-
matic moulding machine. This will mean
that instead of having to buy all our metal
goods from the Eastern States we will be
able to have them made here.

In addition, Wundowie iron will be used
by this firm to manufacture its goods. I
understand that about 4,500 tons of Wun-
dowie iron will be used by Metters for
this purpose. The manufacture of these
products in Western Australia will relieve
the high charges of sea and rail freights.
That, too, will be a good thing because we
often hear that we cannot import goods
into this State because the ships are not
able to carry all the freight offering. This
means that certain commodities, which
are in great demand here, cannot be pur-
chased in this State.’

This local company is spending £100,000
on its works. Yet the Cockburn Cement
Co., which desired to establish a cement
factory In this State, wanted money from
the Government in order to assist it to
establish the factory. I do not altogether
disagree with the company's coming here,
but I think at least it could bring its own
capital; it would be to the company's
benefit and certainly to the henefit of the
State.

Mr. Wild: Did the Cockburn Cement Co.
get any money from the Government?

Mr, McCULLOCH: I understand that it
received £500,000 and asked for a further
£500,000 but the Government was not in a
position to grant that reguest. It is a good
thing that that company has established a
factory here. But it would be much better
if it had brought in its own capital. Several
small industries are being established in
Western Australia and, in fact, all over
Australia.

A firm msaking Remington razors built a
factory at Lidcombe, near Sydney, in 1952.
It is an American firm and the company
supplied all the money necessary to estab-
lish the factory. The manufacture of
razors is not a big item because I would
say that not one person in 10 would use
that particular brand. Nevertheless, in-
stead of sending out of the country for
this type of razor, people who want to buy
it can now purchase the Australian-made
prticle. The management of the flrm must
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have been fairly slick because, although
the firm did not estahblish its factory until
1952, its electric razors were on the market
in 1953, only a year after the establish-
ment of the factory,

That shows what can be done in Austra-
lia and it is something that one would
have thought impossible only 10 years ago.
The firm brought out its own technicians
from Britain, Canada and America and
they taught the Australian workers how to
make these razors and how to adopt the
company’s Ssales procedure. As a result,
that firm has been most successful in its
efforts.

A good deal has been said about General
Motors Holdens. I would say that 90 per
cent. of the people in Australia never
visualised that a car, such as a EHolden.
produced in Australia, would ever be in
such demand as it is today. According
to the Australian figures last year 28 per
cent. of all the registrations throughout
Australia were Holdens. I understand
that the company has spent in the vicinity
of £18,000,000. I can remember in 1931
when the late Mr. Theodore asked for
£18,000,000 to try to help the country by
the starting of public works in order to
provide employment.

Mr. Sewell: They howled him down.

Mr. McCULLOCH: There was a great
howl that that would ruin the country.
An individual came here and told us that
the country was in a bad state. Yet here
we have General Motors Holdens spending
£18,000,000 in 10 years.

A good deal has been said about the
profit of £10,000,000. But that company
is putting back into the concern about 72
per cent. of the profit in order to expand
the industry further. That is a good thing
for the country. I do not think any of us
would like to be sinking money into a con-
ern that was going to show a loss. This
firm is at present manufacturing between
300 and 400 cars a day and both the
Premier and the Leader of the Opposition
drive Holdens. I had one myself and found
it most satisfactory. I got rid of it only
because someone thought he had a greater
right to it than I had! I think we are
moving along the right read in regard to
production.

The several companies that I have
mentioned have done a good job although,
as I said, I do not like the idea of the
Cockburn Cement Co. establishing itself
in this country and borrowing money.
However, it is here and probably its pro-
ducts will be to the beneflt of this country
in the future, There has been a lot of
criticism in regard to the iron from Wun-
dowie. This industry might be showing
a loss, hut it is highly capitalised. There
is a big demand for Wundowie iron; and
the demand is greater than the supply at
present. If there is such a demand for
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the product surely the customers must be
highly satisfied with the quality! If an-
other blast furnace were installed another
100 tons a day could be produced and 200
more men would be employed. Maybe in
the future this concern will be able to dis-
charge its liabilities because at present it
is only in the experimental stage.

Some people might say that they are
taking a long time to carry out the experi-
ments. But if we can keep these indus-
tries going they will all be of benefit to
Australia. The tron that is being produced
at Wundowie is not being thrown away.
We have everything required for the
smelting of the iron and we do not need
to import anything to carry out the work.
So I think we should give every encour-
agement to the Wundowie undertaking and
I understand that an official of that con-
cern has gone o the Old Country, and to
other countries, to find cut what the posi-
tion is likely to be in regard to its expan-
sion, Personally, I do not see any need
for this trip. The officlals know what
is required at Wundowie; they know that
.they can sell what they produce and so we
really gain nothing by sending this in-
dividual overseas.

We have had the same experience in re-
gard to the bridge over the Narrows. I
have seen many bridges, although I would
not say that I am g bridge builder. We
could have got all the drawings and speci-
fications required from Germany, Belgium,
_Scotland or from other countries for the
cost of a few 3id. stamps. But we have
gone to the expense of sending a man
around the world to have a look at bridges.
I could throw a stone over the Narrows.
We are told that there is still some doubt
as to what type of bridge will be erected,
and everybody, Including the Minister, Is
in the dark in regard to it. The pattern,
apparently, has not been decided and it
seems that everybody is wanting some
picturesque structure.

I do not think we want an elaborate
bridge to relieve the traffic congestion.
They are building a new project near the
Forth Bridge in Scotland. They are not
worrying about an overhead bridge, but
are putting a tube under the water. The
distance to be covered is five times that of
the Narrows and this tube will carry four
lanes of traffic. The estimated cost of an
overhead bridge was £20,000,000, but the
people concerned have found out that they
can build the tube under the water for
just over £5,000,000. All the blueprints
for the Narrows bridge could have been
prepared here. Photographs could have
heen obtained and that would have made
it unnecessary to send an individual globe-
trotting around the world to have a look
at bridges.

That is why I say that our people know
what is required at Wundowie; they know
the whole position in connection with it,
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and there was no need to send an official
overseas. If they want to establish an-
other blast furnace, why do not they get
on with the job? They have a ready
market for the iron. I think the demand
for it is to the extent of 45,000 tons, and
this cannot be met. I dare say that
could be improved on. With an extra
blast furnace and a production of 100
tons a day, the overseas demand would be
met. As the industry improves in Aus-
tralia, so the demand for this class of iron
will become greater.

Not so long ago 1 had a question on the
notice paper relating to the use of fuel
oil by the State Electricity Commission.
Here again we have the natural wealth
in our own country. If it should ever
come to pass—I do not say it will, but
if it should—that we import oil into this
country, it would be to the detriment of
our own natural wealth, of which there
is a great abundance only 150 miles from
the capital city. It would be a bad thing
for this countiry if that happened.

We know that the pulverised coal that
is being used at Fremantle at present
must have a certain amount of oil added
to it to kindle it up. I was surprised to
see, however, that they were using as much
as 6,000 gallons a week. That seems a
lot of oil to use to help the ecoal burn.
I would not like our natural wealth to be
sacrificed for imported oil. I know it is
necessary to import a certain type of oil
for use in diesels but when it comes to
the production of electricity where there
is a large demand for coal, it would be a
retrograde step to allow the coal to be
supplanted by oil burners.

Mr. May: There will always he a Collie.

Mr., McCULLOCH: Whether there Is a
Collie or not, I hope there will always
be coal. We ought to make good use of
the natural wealth which we have around
Collie.

Mr. May: You are on the right track.

Mr. McCULILQOCH: The State Electricity
Commission has done a gaod jiob aver the
years. In 1954 it had a deficit of £84,512
but now we find it had a surplus to June,
1955, of £222,483. That may not be a
great profit. I have read the report and
it shows that the commission is highly
capitalised, the amount being in the vici-
nity of £20,000,000, so while that figure
may not be a great profit on the capital
outlay, it does show that the trend is in
the right direction.

In the last few months the State Elee-
tricity Commisston has been carrying out
certain alterations and changes in fre-
quency from 40 cycle to 50 cycle. While
that is not an extraordinarily big under-
taking, it will prove of immense benefit to
the community as a whole. On the other
hand, I have been informed—though I do
not know whether it is correct, because
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I have not gore into the position—that
the 50 cycle current (s more expensive
than the 40 cycle. If this is so, the house-
holder will certainly not appreciate it
though, as I have said, I do not know
whether that is correct.

Up to date my house has not been wired
for 50 cycle current, and when it is I hope
it will not prove more expensive than the
40 cycle. I have seen denials published in
the papers by people who know, and they
say there is no difference. The people
who are paying the bill, however, say that
their accounts have become much larger
since their properties have been converted
from 40 cycle to 50 cycle,

There was a question on the notice paper
today which related to the Government's
decision to extend the system of granting
subsidies for the purchase of projectors
and radio equipment to non-govern-
mental schools. I agree that this
should be done. If the non-governmental
schools were not in existence, where would
we find room for all the children who are
receiving their education at those institu-
tions? It would not be possible to place
them in State-controlled schools because
there is not the accommodation; indeed
there is not the accommodation for those
who are at present attending the State
schools. This is evident from the fact
that some classes have to be conducted in
sheds and wash-houses.

I think the Minister has taken a step
in the right direction in this matter. This
is also the case in relation to the issue
of free books and stationery to school-
children. I dare say most of us have
grandchildren attending school, and 1
should imagine that at one time or an-
other we have all heard the fathers and
mothers of those children putting on a
show as to the expense of equipping those
children with new books. One might be
obliged to buy a fairly expensive book for
the eldest child, and yet when the second
child comes into the same class, the book
is of no use because the prescribed text-
hooks are perhaps by some other author.

This means people being put to avoid-
able expense merely because books which
have been prescribed one year have to be
scrapped the next. The Minister’s move
is a step in the right direction. I
think we should place non-governmental
schools on the same footing as the State
schools. There may be some argument
against it, but I think that if we provide
a free issue to one body we should to the
other, After all, they are all paying taxes
whether their children attend government
or non-governmental schools. As I have
said already, if there were not these non-
governmental schools in existence, the
position of our State schools would be
much worse than it is today. I desire to
compliment the Minister on the step he
has taken.

Progress reported.

[ABSEMBLY.]

BILLS (3)—RETURNED.

1, Juwry Act Amendment (No. 1),
With amendments.

2, Medical Act Amendment (No. 2).

3, Acts Amendment (Libraries).
Without amendment.

BILL—UNIVERSITY MEDICAL
SCHOOL, TEACHING
HOSPITALS,

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. A. R. G. Hawke—
Northam) [5.57] in moving the second
reading sald: This Bill is directly related
to the proposal to establish a medical
school in Western Australia. The main
purpose of the measure is to provide
machinery to regulate relations between
the University Senate and certain hospi-
tals in which medical students will re-
ceive training.

Under the terms of the Bill, when it is
satisfled that a public hospital is suitable
for the purpose of training medical stu-
dents, the Senate will notify the Minister
for Health. On receipt of that report, the
Minister must send a notification to the
Governor, and, provided the Executive
Couneil considers the proposal to be sat-
isfactory, the Governor-in-Council will
issue a proclamation declaring the hospital
in question to be a teaching hospital under
the terms of the Act—that 15, If this Bill
receives the approval of both Houses of
Parliament.

The measure proposes that different
methods shall be applied in regard to pub-
lic hospitals where there are management
commitiees associated with the hospitals,
and where there are no such management
committees. Where the hospital has been
declared a teaching hospital, then the man-
aging body or the management committee
of the hospital, will be authorised to
enter into an agreement with the Uni-
versity Senate, in relation to the provision
in the hospital of facilities for the teach-
ing of medicine for the admis-
sion of medical students to the prac-
tice, the appointment of members of
the medical staff of the Faculiy
of Medicine as members of the
honorary staff of the hospital and
the formation of an electoral commit-
tee for each such hospital charged with the
responsibility of the election of members of
the honorary staff and other medical staff
concerned with teaching duties at the hos-
pital.

Where there is not a management com-
mittee assoclated with a hospital which
has been declared a teaching hospital, the
Minister will be under an obligation to set
up an advisory committee, These advisory
committees will, as becomes necessary from
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time to time advise the Minister respect-
ing the steps that should be taken in re-
gard to the training of medical students
within such hospitals.

The personnel of the proposed advisory
committees are set out clearly in the Bill.
Different personnel would be on the ad-
visory committees that would he dealing
with the training of medical students in
mentals hospitals as compared with those
that would be dealing with students being
trained in public hospitails other than men-
tal hospitals. Hospitals that would be re-
garded as public hospitals under the pro-
posed Act would be public hospitals as we
know them today, infectious diseases hos-
pitals, mental hospitals, tuberculosis hos-
pitals and the Princess Margaret Hospital
for children. It would not necessarily
follow that every one of those hospitals
would subsequently be declared a teaching
hospital. Under the legislation, hospitals
which would be declared teaching hospitals
would be those recomimended by the Uni-
versity Senate, and it would depend
upon their judgment which of those hos-
pitals would in due course become training
hospitals for medical students.

The Bill has been prepared after consi-
derable discussions between representatives
of the Medical Department, the British
Medical Asseciation, the Senate of the
University of Western Australia and other
interested organisations. It is unanimously
agreed by all concerned that this Bill will
set up the machinery to enable the teach-
ing and training of medical students in
hospitals to be carried out efficiently. I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mr. Ross Hutchinson, de-
bate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. A. R. G. Hawke—
Northam): I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
till 7.30 p.m. on Tuesday, the 25th
October.

I think members will know the reason
for this arrangement. The Kwinana 0il
Refinery is to be officially opened by His
Excellency the Governor-General next
Tuesday afternoon. Ministers will be at-
tending and some members of the Oppo-
sition will also be present. Consequently,
it would be extremely difficult for the
House to be in session on Tuesday after-
noeon.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned 6.6 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair "at
7.30 p.m., and read prayers.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On motion by Hon. H. Hearn, leave of
absence for six consecutive sittings granted
to Hon. H. K. Watson {(Metropolitan) on
the ground of private business.

BILL—PENSIONS SUPPLEMENTATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Standing Orders Suspension,

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (Hon. H. C. Strickland—North)
[7.351: I move—

That so¢ much of the Standing
Orders be suspended as is necessary
to enable the Bill to be passed through
all stages at the one sitting.

Question put.

The PRESIDENT: As the passing of
this motion necessitates an absolute
majority, it will be necessary to have &
division.

Bells rung; House divided.

The PRESIDENT: I have counted the
House, and there being an absolute major-
ity of members present and voting in
favour of the motion, I declure the motion
carried,

Question thus passed.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (Hon. H. C. Strickland—North}
{7.38) In moving the second reading said:
This Bill follows the motion with which
we have just dealt, which was necessary



